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catches flies, and about the oscillating plant, whose leaves are
endowed by voluntary motion, more distinct than that be-
longing to many animals.

Apart from these examples, drawn from classical works, we
would ask what becomes of the argument for the immobility
of plants, considered as a distinctive characteristic of the
vegetable kingdom, when we see that zoophytes are fixed to
the earth, and when, on the other hand, we see certain young
plants, or their germs, such as the germs of algae, mosses,
and ferns, possessing the faculty of motion.

The spores,  or reproductive organs of alga?, and the im-
pregnating corpuscles of the mosses and ferns,  possess the
fundamental characteristics of animality, that is to say, they
are provided with locomotive organs, and they execute move-
ments which appear to be voluntary.    Those singular crea-
tures are seen to go and come in the interior of liquids, to
endeavour to penetrate into cavities, to withdraw, return,
and definitively introduce themselves with an apparent effort.
The German botanists regard these vegetable germs as be-
longing  to  the  animal kingdom.     Considering that  only
animals have the organs of motion, and that the spores of
algae and the impregnating corpuscles of mosses and ferns are
provided with organs of motion, they do not hesitate to declare
that in the commencement of their life, algse, mosses, and
ferns are in truth animals, which become plants when they
fix themselves, and begin to germinate.    French botanists
have not yet ventured to adopt that view ; they are content
to call the movable impregnating corpuscles of algae, mosses,